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VICTORIA. The Closer Settlement Act of 1904. 

FEW POINTS OF IKIFREST as lo what lias been done under this form ot" 

legislation rnay pjove ()1 interest, anti the digest of the present Regulations in 

the follrjwing pa?. agrapli^ will enable aiivoiie interested to understand the cori- 

l^'-ir^ diiiiijjs u'huh go\erii alhjtnients liehi under the Act. 

%>C5si, Under Fart ."i of the f..aiid Act of 1HU8 (the portion i,»-overning Closer Settle- 

'p^,j^ inenh the loih-)wing purchases were made: — Wando \'ale Esiate, lO^FifJ acres; 

Whitfield Ks-taie. -iJMi acre.- and Eurack Estate, .-»|(jH acres, at. u cost of ^2UH,28H. These 

e^itates wtre .Hul;)divit!e(i inbs V.i'I farm allolmetits, all of wiiich ate now in occupation, and 

bupport a ijopidation of at h-,.--t KHjn. 

Shier ibe pa^^ing of Uu preerit Act, die Eands Purchase Board has purchased 1 l- eoiirilry 
estates, and accjuired li b)2 a-, res of Orown lands, representing a value of £795, (JTo, and em- 
bracing ars area of lli? ;> I- :i at res. Those that iiave lieen subdivided were made available in 
;'?05 farsn alioiinents, Cii uhuh onl}- six ate at present available, and the population on these 
allotnsenis aiu'-i exi^eed (onhiderablv 2t)0t> persons. 

As regards Wot kmcn's Homes allotnienls, up to dale )he total area purchased for this 
purpose, \iz.:- 21. > acre? at a total cost of £l'l.rli has been sidjdivided into 2'.HJ allotmeiits, 
out of which only three arc ai the present time availalsle. 

Three of the estates accjuired by the f:ioard, Weriibee I'ark. Lara and Tandarra, costing 
£;l(i8,t>7Q, and embracing an area f)f ;{li,;K)l acres, it is expected will be made available for 
applicadon about the end of the year, or in the beginning of 1907. 

The principal regulations governing (doser Settlement allotment are summarised in the 
following paragraphs, which deal onl}- with tiie niain points at issue : — 

"To be eligible to hold a iease miuKr the Act an applicant must he of the full age of 21 years, and 
the principle laid down is one loan one ailofcmenfc. '1 lie term of the lease maybe extended ovei* 3l i 
years, and the maximum value of land that can be held hy any one individual is fLllKJ for a farm 
alidtiBBiifc, £2lRl for an agricultural labourer's allotment, and £\(U} for a workman's home site. 

" Tli§ deposit necessary in all cases is '{ per cent, of the capital value of the allotment applied for 
to which, must be added £1 for the preparation of the lease, and as. for registration tee. This deposit 
includes the fit"Bt instalment of purchase money, siihseijiient repaymentB are made at the rate of .1 per 
cent, of the ¥alue of the allotment every six months. 

" IJnauccesafui applicants are returned the whole of their deposit, lees the registratioti fee 
Generally speaking, preference is given fco a landless applicant over one who owns land or occupies land 
with the right to acquire the fee simple of it, 

''If existing improvements are charged separately from the land, on payment of the valuation a 
permit is immediately issued. Itesidence on the allotment is eompiilsory, but a lessee may be granted 
leave of absence not exceeding four months in any one year. 

" Each Lessee must pay all rates, taxes, or assessments levied on or payable in respcjct of his allot- 
inents. During- the first six years of tlie lease he cannot transfer, assign, sublet or mortgage the whole 
or any part of his allotment. Provided a-ll the covenants of the lease have been fully complied with, a 
leBBee may obtain the freehold of his aliotmeiit at the end of any half year after the first ]'I years have 
expired on payment of the Imlance of purchase money due and the necessary grant fees. 

'' Conditions are made with regard to the destruction of vermin, conservation akd planting of trees, 
ittaking and clearing of drains and watercourses. ^• 

" Improvements to the value of at Ifast two instahnents of the purchase mone^, must be effected on 
each farm allotment before the end of the first year from the date of lease, and 10 per cent of the pur- 
chase money before the end of the third year, and a further H) per cent, before the end of the sixth year. 
In the case of agricnltaral labourers' allotments, a suhstantial (hv^ling' house to the value of at least 
JiiUl must be erected within one year from the date of iease, and tl^^nd fenced within two years from 
the Baid date, and in the case of Workmen's Hoiaes allotments a siibB^&tial dwelling hotiae, to the value 
of at least £.■»(!, must be erected within one year from the date of tW lease, and'snbstantial iinprovc- 
inentE, to the value of a further t*i.'». t>efoxc iLe end of the .second year. 

" Advances, on the £1 for £1 principle, may be granted to .assist in bnildin?, «tc., to the amount of 
£r>U to leesee of Agricultnial Labourers^ and '^'^'orkmen's llonie.s Allotments. Such advances, together 
ivith T) per cent, interest theieon, niii.^t hv lepaid in e«(iial half-yearly insiabnent.s, extending over a 
period not exceeding hixteen yeais," 

Applicauoua lo the .^ccieiar)' of Lands Furchai^e Board, Ftd)lic Ollices. l\Ielhourne, 
\ictoria, will be leplied io In return of po'^i, giving tlie fnUe-t mformaiioii a^ailabk on anj- 
mailer width ctiiiieb under liie * ontrol of the Board, "' 
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MOXC'I'ObY ANII !il^:.\in(jHA(:v. 

■,ir« an iiH|t!'(liHient; to iinlii-^r rial |»i'«>ii"r-(-»>--' ■ '«;ais.«' the cost cd" frau-^ir Hpusi prrt- 
tJuf.iT:-^ ami the jiricp of comiiHMiiiie-^ to foii<ii»Her< ■ r('fa:fil ilf \-f'lo|MiH'i,if . Imiir, 
tin- financial rcsoiu'ces of finini<:i|)silirifs, aiul, mijiosi' in ;i \ ajidj of \s;\\< a 
h«*.'ivy luotP'tiiry iHirdcii upon the t»;i-!H»f!(l cnniniunitj. 

f)ii!-ini^ flic hisf two ycjH'S tlic hoinitpous reasons nnd the sf'ood markots 
foi- ci-oim jiiicl sT/Ock and daii'V proiliice !i:ivp brouo-hf ahonr n Ihhhii in 
fa,ntiino- bnnh. The net iiicreasf of hoidin<»",-^ ii|mhi nJionalfMi in*piis hsi- hceii 
ol1H5. \ (:'i it i.H I'Hjnarkiililrt tliaf tlie'^e nici'f'ascs arc niosfh- m tht- I'fiiiotc 
a.ro.'i.s. The sdliflivisioiiaJ activity 'tii our ohlc!* territor-v, of which \vc licai* 
a.ii«l read so much, is doiny' norhiuo- tunrc rhan covt'ianti- n|i tlic hlankn 
croa.ted by sih»Ht, coiitiiinon< and inHidiion^ ai»-ua'CL''atioH that uses no ad- 
vertiscineut lior bla,rc of tianiipcts to niaa-k its pro^iia'cssion. W'c ha vc diii-in"' 
the hi-^t two years aJioiiatcd 7-1H,0(HJ arblitioual aci-cs, and this a.ddirinnal 
area of nlieiiation hirjLj-cly a.cconiits for tltc tctnporary incrcant^ of hohliiiti>. 

Since the piirciiasc of Wajulo \'nh' in Marcli, HNH), wc have established 
7(HI hohlin^'S upon 150,0011 itcres at a cost *d' over one niiHioii puinids. 
During tiu' same period we have throwts millions of acres of (b-ovvi^and.s 
upon the rmu'kef, and inHa,red oui- revenue with the proceeds '^tm the 
■-i.nlc of jiiibh'r n^^i'tM. Last 5ea,r (!.!";.",) we iho-ixed from this >naree 
.£il20,d8b— tlie la.ra'est nnionut from la,nd sales since l8o7. The aniutint 
of Rettiement when compared with the immense vobime oi' ("rown hinds 
placed upon tlii) market ha< bei-n iirviomficant and ina(bMrnare, 

When Mr. l*rende'r_L'"H,sf, at the fiiyht Hoars (b'm(»!!strarioii m lUOo. 
nia.thf his reference to fdn- decline of fajan holdine-< m tiiis State, the 
'' Ao-e" ridiculed his statemenr as *' wholly inaccurate/' and, like the '" Aryus." 
a«;serted th,at there was an increase and not a decrease, facts were notliino- ; 
to discredit the Labor fjcader wa.s every rhii)<_»'. Hm eiyditeeu niouth< later 
the forgetful '•' Age ■" came out (Nov. 17, I'Jnbi with this sf arement ; --■^- 

" Each year there are fewer farmers left in fche older Betfcled ciigtricts of Victoria- 
In the Wimmera district, for instanoe, the area of original seleefcione was 320 acres, and 
a settler occupied neariy e¥ery block. At present the nvemge fariri in the Wimmera 
is probably over 1000 acres and the area of each Iniiwliual holiiiiig is be- 
coming larg«l*, beca-nee ia the inajttrifcf of instances the transfer of the land from 
seller to buyer means that the latter is iaoreasing the area lie already holds." 

No ('ornmeiit is iieces,s{ir\-, Isiit the confe.«,«ioii i^ opportune. 

In coiiclusion. This \<. not a rase where an i?iili\'i(bia.l sets our to 
wrif.e a, book. Lor that- he would yaiJier Ins maiei-ial, array hrs facts, 
ma.rshal his argiinieuf ^. aJid move m an orderly and secpnoit ma^nier to 
a desiu'ued conrdu^mti. Huf in this it wa,s otlHTwise, Ther<' \vn< first 
an article in defem-e ui' ;i friend; nor that, he iiecded (hdf-nce hut ;is a 
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•f»H' St 11 ptm — ifi.to_| 5|oorj III itot'|T!i)i{qit(f ^.tun[i ik^KcIhIkw 
3A1II} s|iti3t.i^.| •stH»taotl{wfi 9|r,|i!t|t^Rtir ptre K'lnni |f» ftorioaf|cKi v. Ajdnit- 
^.Giojodt* r.it |,rm ^;ir,riiiA|)f! jf* .lap.ro .trm "it.tfiiit A'.tti.i;.|f| dtt ki, ;i,i;it|j, 
•tiiaqi |ri.«' am si; timyi r^AvS ^m |,fMi •jioo|f{ .i(._| |jtj3 s|KttJ.n't.tr| si! 'sin«| aoj 
/^fitfl«.-) ihtihw KniBm affj^ 'AS.t.'MO.iirrrjr) |miiii|orf _|(i nngji! atji f>ittt tiA\n.ttn 
ptitf ^|».n|siic,|tic{ cl^tii V. .10 it»iit.tM Bt!A\ fif;ii'j.fif til! oint'i in mmi uuKt^q 
•pm-^ldmmwn Mm\iKtw, pnoAini .mj mmi pmdtiogo ipMi^^m |o >f.toA\ mp 
pitit 'tft.iriiaiHtatftiito^ aiji ^ii jo liiSfioip imi iti.»1x,> tin ol :inc> fiattaniM 
A|tf».Kicls 'p.rmn^ aouo ^5oarr|!is orp sttifX "s-»|;iii.!Ti. il'iii|ia3ai(f tii r|itA\ 
IfBcip .{{»ti.i.if1i ttfH'isorili atfa |f. saoodsn irruln tiai|ri A.iaA 'tioiitttu.iDjrn jr, 
Ktnt!,i.tj«? tfs'aij dii |MttmI(» nmp'.iim^Ani tpiij,f -atio rttjiii o.frinr .in| paoct 9!{^ 
prtrioj siiA\ a.t.iffj ,i;iti(* ^if ptiit 'ttoi'jtipwnfo |(> stiifatii afrperipJA i; «-b paiwiit 
-«tis- «i?,w dtJlti Y Mriinomi .to| ittai3|||ns p9tiiT*':|f{(> k«a\ a.iaffj a|nil.if; afw» 

li!t{4 .n.»| |ii!.t9tiitti Bi{i jo (fii .?frtt.iatf3teM arn ttf -ppts piH{ pitai.ij. antpj jp> 
.lO.I ti(>rtti3|p|stit qi!A\ atatfa sintfj |i»:if'iKt'|uas- jo (tnios.iii rHfj fit ittt|t .|f>n.i(| 
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W. S. KEAST, WEMBER FOR DAMDEMOiiG 
lUH'immse^ tlvM IjuihI hoUI hi HwnW IjoIs fur Agncuif iirnl |Hir|M.ses 
posspssc^s a liit-iicf value t-hau wlieii (lisfK.sc-d of in laruv areas fc.r 
iiHTply Pa>t(,»!'iil (K'('U|.ati(.n, I'jmhi the \m<i< r.f t!ii< fact he viw.rniisly 
(.oii.lii'fN his coninHMTial (.|)criirioii>.. I.Jiro-e i'>.ra,r.f'< pass hfiiefUJi his 
hajiiu.ef, ai.a wlrenrver perniissibh' he ca.sts a^ule the «.hl".Sell in < Mie 

Lot" svstein for ii euitiii.^- «p f.olicy, thus Increasing the nyinlier 
nf competitive buyers ani reallsliii for his clleBts a hliher 

price than woii1<l l»e uthei'wise he poHsilth'. 

It was \V. S. KHAST whc. in tlie hut.er end (»f 1!HI2 ent up 
the Sranhoj.e H-tat.- at llit^^h^vurth, eiit up the Spriiiif^ mu\ tJie 
Uoekhaiik f')st.'.te< heh.iiLrincr to the, (Marke<, and l^H sn.leaivi.le.l a' 
larcre pcrtmH of V\-eiM-il)ee for d. T. (Mnniside at prices varymir frou! 
£() t(* i2H per aere. wfjrkiui!- cnir at an nvtrniri- <.f 1 1 :i hs. bd. 

per jiere. i t ■ • i i r 

S.ix weeks hiter he eoiidiieted si hrrge snb-ili visional «iie ot 

Werrihee hiinl for jM r Percy (liirnsi.le rrfilisino- an average of i17 on 

priees rnnsiu^ fron. tr, ro LIS per aere, no h'ss than sixty per 

cent, of the arra sellinu' tor over LiO per acre. Se«H-es of other 

propertiCH lui.ve pas-od fhr<HlL'-h hi^ hands all liavin^tr reahsetl for 

,h,.,r owners Inifher priees than eordd have been obtained rf sohl 

a. undivided pastoral prnpertn... Ma.nv nf the trn^t estates sub^ 

divi.bMl for AoTieidtural purposes reabsed under the hammer more 

than rm'ice the" annrntit for whndi they were valued for pnrpo.es of 

^^'*"'''^yi,., KMAST'N work i< not eonfined to Xdetoria. He epenites 
ill all States, His htst and hyyest nnderta.kmg being- the sidecbvisi'on 
of P>nckincrlHm-. i.oar N'arra-ndara, in fhe IJirerina. h. this State 
lH= has now m hand Home rHbllllll acres reeentlv snb^divnh.d, and 
within a few week> to be placed under the hammer, 

Snrvevors are ont on several other properties in varuais parts 
(d rlie ^tate, inchiding- one wdhin twenty^ive miles of Melbmirne, 
.u that- n.tendincr bnvers have a wide .dnnce uf sitnanon. Those who 
desire informatHm o,„ b.nd malter< cannot do bnter than call at 
f,|U rc»lbns Street. Thev wdl bear o^ the very b.re>f and the very 

'""■^' \\\ H. K¥)kHT k Cih, 

{'t,UAS< SiirrrT hn-^ar Spf-i-et r Htreete C'ltv. 
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